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From early December

Christmas lights start shining along Bridge Street and the Burnside.

Friday 5th December

Our Santa Tour of Dollar—Santa and his elves will be on his sleigh
on the evening of Friday 5th December. Listen for the bells to
announce his arrival in your street!

Saturday 6th December

The Christmas market will be in the marquee, beside the Hive, from
12.30-4pm and Santa will be in his grotto to meet children from
midday.

Santa will leave The Hive at 4.30pm to light the Christmas tree lights
at the Burnside Hall at 5pm. Please be sure to join him!

- J
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Details of Church Services over the festive period

Update on local
planning

Further to the last report, where I
noted that neither developer had
engaged with Dollar Community
Council (DCC) regarding any
aspect of the developments, I can
provide some added information.

The developments have moved to
the detailed planning stage and
the local landowners are in the
process of selling the ground.
Once buyers have been found,
they will submit detailed
proposals to Clackmannanshire
Council.

Dollar  South proposers did
contact DCC mid year, we met
and discussed the previous lack of
contact and how this must be
improved. As the sale of the
ground is ongoing (we assume),
no further news is forthcoming.
Dollar South have committed to
improved communication and
joint working, which we will
monitor closely. Dollar East have
made no formal contact at all
regarding progress so we cannot
update you on their progress.

Residents will have noticed the
early stages of work for the new
FIDA building on Dollar
Academy “campus”. Before work
began, the Academy and DCC
met to discuss traffic plans and
mitigation measures for the extra
traffic expected because of works.
Dollar Academy had already taken
account of our comments on the
possible difficulties, and, with
their lead contractor, had rolled
out a plan to ensure works traffic
arrives before and leaves after the
normal “school rush”. To date
this appears to be working well.
But DCC will continue to
monitor events.

Derek McDonald

are on the inside back page.
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Dollar nature writer has new book published

~N
Stammtisch

Dollar resident and nature writer Keith
Broomfield has just had his latest book
published — Wild Edinburgh - which
focuses on the diverse array of wildlife
found in Scotland’s capital.

In an exploration of the city of his
childhood, the book featutes an
eclectic line-up of wildlife that includes
foxes and badgers, strange parasitic
plants, storm-tossed seabirds and
fluttering bats. It also includes a handy

Celebrating Milestones with the Lord Lieutenancy of Clackmannanshire

information guide at the end of each
chapter, so that readers, too, can visit
these wonderful places and enjoy their
fauna and flora.

Keith said: “Wild Edinburgh is the
perfect book for those who love
Scotland’s capital city and are keen to
delve deeper into its wild riches.
Edinburgh is full of green spaces and
is home to many species that are quite
rare. There are, for example, even
nesting puffins on Inchkeith island
which lies just off Edinburgh in the
Firth of Forth.”

Keith, who is also a nature columnist
for The Courier, Press & Journal and
Alloa Advertiser, has written five
previous books, including If Rivers
Could Sing which catalogued a
wildlife year on the River Devon by
Dollar and was shortlisted in the 2021
Scotland’s National Book Awards.

Wild Edinburgh is published by
Tippermuir Books, price £11.99. It is
available in the Wee Bookshop and the
Sorting Office, as well as other
bookshops and online sellers.

Dollar Stammtisch has had another
successful half year and have
welcomed some native German
speakers as new members.

We continue to have a mix of
advanced German speakers from the
local area and Germans who have
settled here or are visiting. We meet in
the upstairs room of the Ochils Arms
on the second Thursday of each
month at 7.30pm. New members,
with intermediate or advanced German
are always welcome.

Come and join us for German
conversation, good company and your
favourite drinks.

Richard Olbrich

Many in our community may not be
aware that the Lord Lieutenancy of
Clackmannanshire can help mark
some of life’s most remarkable
milestones: 100th birthdays and
diamond wedding anniversaries.

On these special occasions, His
Majesty The King sends personal
messages of congratulations, a
tradition that has long brought joy to
recipients and their families. The Lord
-Lieutenant, or one of the Deputy
Lieutenants, can also attend in person
to present the official message and

convey warm wishes on behalf of the
King and the people of
Clackmannanshire.

If you know of someone in Dollar or
the surrounding area who will soon
celebrate their 100th birthday or 60th

(or later) wedding anniversary, please
get in touch at least a month in
advance.  Applications for Royal
messages are made through the Lord-
Lieutenant’s office, and eatly notice
ensures that everything can be
arranged smoothly.

For further information or assistance,
please contact the Lord-Lieutenant’s
office by email or through
Clackmannanshire Council’s website.

Stephen Roe
Deputy Lieutenant for Dollar
clackslieutenancy@btinternet.com

I would like to take this opportunity
to thank Calum and Heather
Ferguson for all their hard work
tidying up the banks of the burn at the
bottom of West Burnside.

Thank you everybody for your timely
contributions this time to Dollar
News. I think the first draft was
compiled within two days of the
contributions’ deadline; this must be a
first!l It has then blossomed from my

patchwork
ji of
, articles  and
photos  into
the sleek
COpy you now
see, thanks to
the efforts of Ian Whyte, who has, as
ever, worked hard to make a tidy and
interesting magazine for our local

news.

A shout out too to all our volunteers:
community councillors and other
willing members of our Dollar
community who have braved the
November weather to put this
through all your letterboxes.

Please come and enjoy all the events
at our winter festival and have a good
and peaceful festive break.

Anne Suthetland

~/
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Community Development Trust

~

Caring, Connected Dollar
Fundraising success

Thank you to everyone who came
along and supported our recent
fundraiser at Dollar Academy! Rock
Choir Stirling entertained the audience
in the Gibson Auditorium and helped
us to raise over £1600. We are
extremely grateful to Dollar Academy
for providing the auditorium at no
cost, and to the small team of
volunteers who helped to make the
event a success. Every penny raised
will be spent on running our groups
and activities for families with young
children, including Bookbug Sessions
and our popular Baby and Toddler
group.

Baby and Toddler groups and
activities

The Hive offers a range of different
groups, activities and classes for
families with pre-school children. The
best way to keep up to date is to
follow our page on Facebook (Dollar
Babies and Toddlers). Our most
recent addition s

KidsLingo Spanish on

Friday lunchtimes. If

youd like your little

one to come along and learn some
Spanish through fun songs, games and
stories then contact
jen.hodges@kidslingo.co.uk. We also
host Jo Jingles music and movement
classes every Thursday morning (email
aileen.glennon@jojingles.co.uk  for
more information).

There are now 4 fully trained Bookbug
Session Leaders at the Hive! Helen,
Rosie, Nicola and Carly offer up to 3
sessions each week for families with
pre-school children. Carly has also
been running PEEP Learning
Together sessions, which offer families
an opportunity to explore everyday
ways to support their children’s
learning through play.

Citizens Advice

Clackmannanshire
Citizens Advice
continue to offer their
popular drop-in session

at the Hive on
Mondays from 12-2pm.
Their advisor can help with

information and advice on a wide
range of issues including money,
housing, benefits, family issues,
employment, energy, consumer issues
and more. There’s no need to book —
just pop in to the Hive and wait in the
reception area until the advisor is
available.

Join Up in January

We’re planning to repeat our ‘Join Up
in January’ event in 2026, so keep the

afternoon of 31st January free if you’d
like to come along! It's a great
opportunity to realise your new year
resolutions and find a new hobby,
sport or group to join. Once again,
the event will run in both the Burnside
Hall and the Hive. Look out for social
media updates and posters around the
town in January.

If your group or organisation would
like to have a table at the event, please
email helen@dollarcdt.com.

Community cafe

Our popular café, ‘A Book, a Brew
and a Blether’, runs every Wednesday
from 2-4pm. The team of friendly
volunteers are on

hand to serve hot

drinks and  cake

when the library is

open. As well as welcoming those
who come along for company and a
blether with othets, we are home to an
art group for those who wish to draw,
sketch or paint — just bring along your
own materials. The Hive Craft Group
also meet up at the café to work on
their own creations, swap tips and
patterns and chat. If you enjoy crafts
such as knitting, crochet, cross-stitch
or embroidery then you are very
welcome to join them. Come along
and see their amazing creations at the
Winter Market on Saturday 6th
December where they will once again
have a stall.

Our last café before Christmas will be
on the 10th December. We'll open
again on 7th January.

Volunteer Driver Service

Thanks to a dedicated group of
volunteers, Dollar benefits from a
Volunteer Driver service. This helps
those without access to transport get
to the health centre, local hospitals and
other important appointments. To
enable this valuable service to
continue, we need more drivers to join
the group. To find out more about
becoming a volunteer driver, please
email helen@dollarcdt.com.

J
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Community Development Trust contd

Dollar Community Library

The Library continues to flourish and
membership is increasing.

It is organized and run by a loyal team
of volunteers including young
volunteers who maintain our digital
catalogue and help to keep shelves in
order.  Particular thanks to senior
pupils from Dollar Academy who
carried out an excellent job in June
“spring cleaning” the Library.

Bookbug sessions now take place three
times a week in our Children’s Library,
with songs, rhymes and stories. For
up to date information on Bookbug
sessions, please check the Dollar
Babies and Toddlers page on
Facebook.

Children from Strathdevon Primary
School and Dollar Nursery School are
enjoying visiting each week, borrowing
old favourites and newly discovered
authors.

Thanks to you, your generous
donations of books has helped to build
a lively and contemporary fiction stock
of over 3000 books, and an extensive
non-fiction range including History,
Biography, Science and many more.

Library Hours
Tuesdays 10am — 12noon

Wednesdays 2pm — 4pm
Saturdays 10am — 12noon
A Book, a Brew and a Blether
Wednesdays 2pm — 4pm

Community Policing in Dollar

To join the Library costs nothing,
other than a wish to re-cycle and re-
read books. Members share their
views on our books and their
recommendations are appreciated - we
try to source books suggested.

Book donations are very welcome —
feel free to enquire at the Hive and
speak to Library volunteers.

Did you know that 2026 is the
National Year of Reading? Do drop in
- enjoy reading.

Lesley Jeffrey

At the foot of the Ochil Hills in
Clackmannanshire the small town of
Dollar offers both natural beauty and a
strong sense of community. With
historical roots, charming architecture
and tranquil surroundings, Dollar is a
fine example of a Scottish small town
preserving its character while adapting
to the demands of modern traffic,
schooling and development.

Traffic, speeding and community
safety

Despite its scenic setting, Dollar faces
some of the same road-safety
challenges as other growing small
towns - especially in terms of vehicle
speeds through the area and traffic
entering/exiting the
Clackmannanshire Council and Police
Scotland have been working together
to identify and address areas of
concern.  In recent road-traffic
enforcement initiatives across
Clackmannanshire, police reported
that local response and community
officers were trained to use speed-
detection equipment to tackle speeding
in built-up and residential areas - a
move that will help in places such as
Dollar. There is a clear recognition
that maintaining Dollar’s rural-town

.

town.

feel depends on both slowing traffic
and making the streets safe for
pedestrians, children, and commuters

alike.

PC Reiter, from the Clackmannanshire
Community Policing Team, advised
that a partnership approach would be
needed to tackle speeding in Dollar
with all interested agencies working
together. He further advised that any
solution will include the fours Es of
road safety - education, enforcement,
engineering and environment.

School-drop issues and parking
around Strathdevon Primary School

An important facet of local
community traffic management has
been the area around Strathdevon
Primary School. The building and
grounds are lovely - the school sits
next to the Dollar Burn, with views of
the Ochils. However, its access road
(Park Place) becomes heavily

congested at school drop-off and pick-
up times. The Community Policing
Team patrol around primary schools,
specifically to tackle inconsiderate and
illegal parking around the school gates
- a step that the school and parent
council have welcomed.

In conclusion

Dollar is more than just a pretty town
tucked beneath the Ochil Hills. It’s a
living, breathing community: with
children walking to school, older
residents enjoying the calm,
commuters passing through, and local
traffic that needs to be managed
effectively for everyone’s benefit.

The combined efforts
Scotland and partners to tackle
speeding and parking issues -
particularly around Strathdevon
Primary School - demonstrate a
proactive approach to keeping Dollar
safe, accessible and true to its small-
town charm. For anyone visiting or
living here, that sense of care matters.

of Police

Barry Ritchie
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-
St James Scottish Episcopal Church

~

A New Chapter For St James

We are pleased to share the good news
that St James is embarking on a new
and exciting partnership as a linked
charge with our sister church of St
Paul’s in Kinross. The two
congregations remain independent,
with their own vestries [management
committees] and traditions, but will
share the services of a Priest-in-
Charge, who will also serve our wider
communities.

Our new minister will be resident in
Dollar and we hope to introduce them
to you in the next Dollar News.
Works to refurbish our Rectory and
make it a comfortable home have
commenced and we plan to hold an
open day in the spring, so local people
can have a look inside and learn more
about its story before it becomes a
private residence once more - see
below for more details.

In the meantime we continue to have
regular Sunday and Thursday morning
services with the invaluable help of our
Interim Pastor, Revd. Elaine Ryder,
the Revd. Chatrles Sherlock and our lay
worship leaders. See our new website
for more information:

Events Open To All In Winter 2025 /
Spring 2026:

We have additional services during
Advent and Christmas and are pleased
to be working together with other
local churches in offering a variety of
ways for people to explore and
celebrate these special times in the
Christian calendar. See the Dollar &
District Churches Together

For fun, fitness and friendship!!

We have been joined this year by some
new members this year on a Thursday
night who are settling in well. We are
a mixed adult ability class led by
Catriona the teacher and Billy who
accompanies us on the accordion.
Our last session before Christmas is
on 11th December when we dance for
a shorter period and then enjoy a wee
supper and chat. We run for another

\_

information at the back of this
magazine for full details.

Here is a little more about the
preparations and celebrations at St
James. The weeks before Christmas
are a time of expectation and
contemplation, with our weekly
services exploring in turn the themes
of Hope, Peace, Love and Joy. On
Christmas Eve afternoon there is a
Christingle Service at 4pm, a family-
friendly celebration especially enjoyed
by children but fun for grown-ups too.
Later that night we celebrate the first
Eucharist of Christmas with a
Midnight Mass starting at 11.15pm,
and on Christmas Day we have a
Family Communion at 10.30am. Our
service of Lessons & Carols this
Christmastide will be at 6pm on
Sunday 28th December. As always,
everyone is welcome at all of our
services.

Our exhibition of church textiles and
needlework had to be postponed,
because of unavoidable delays with our
Rectory refurbishment. This will now
take place in spring 2026 and will be a
unique opportunity to see beautiful
items that are only out seasonally, or
rarely at all. The exhibition will be

stiamesthegreatdollar.org.uk

11 weeks after Christmas, and new
adults are welcome to join us any night
for a free taster session. No special kit
required just a pair of soft flexible
shoes.

Scottish Country Dancing improves
your fitness, cardiovascular health,
balance, is associated with lower risk
of Alzheimer’s and dementia as well as
contributing to mental well being,.

held in the Rectory, and include
information on the history of this
handsome early 19thC house. The
event will be publicised in the village,
local newspapers and on our website.

Good To Know

We are a congregation of the Scottish
Episcopal Church, part of the world-
wide Anglican Communion.  Our
services are open to all, including those
for whom church is unfamiliar. You
will find us a welcoming and friendly
community.

Open church

St James is open every day from
930am to 4.00pm in winter and
5.00pm from April, for private prayers,
a visit or just a quiet place to sit. [If
you visit over the Christmas and
Easter periods the Church is
beautifully decorated.] Please feel free
to enjoy our garden and Prayer
Labyrinth also.

We are a collection point for The Gate
Charity Foodbank in Alloa.
Donations can be left in the box at the
back of the church during opening
houts.

For baptisms, weddings and funerals
contact the Revd. Elaine Ryder,
Interim Pastor, Mobile: 07977101742
[texts preferred in the first instance] or
email revelaine212@gmail.com.

For details of our regular services on
Sunday and Thursday mornings
together with Church news and events
see our new website.

Caroline Davies

We meet in the Burnside Hall, Dollar
from 7.30-8.45pm on Thursday’s till
11th December 2025 and from
Thursday 8th January 2026 to
Thursday 19th March 2026.

Adult beginners welcome.

Jessie Condie

Further details or information
please contact either

Jessie Condie, via email,
jessiecondie05@btinternet.com

or by telephone to
Lorna Anderson, 07773 647 755

J
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Horticultural and Gardening Club with Dollar in Bloom

Our main focus this year was on our
entry to the Keep Scotland Beautiful
award scheme for the second year in a
row. The pressure was on to repeat
last year’s success. We were aided by
groups and individuals in the town
who have taken on responsibility for
their own local patches or for wider
general public areas. Much hard work
went into keeping the town looking
smart, you may have seen people out
weeding pavements and gutters along
with litter picking and maintenance of
cared for areas prior to the judges visit
on 4th August. The two judges were
not the only arrivals that day, they
were accompanied by storm Floris.
The trip around the various
maintained sites in Dollar and the

) dollarhorticultural €) dollarinbloom

Dollar Academy

Dollar Academy assessments for entry
to the school in August 2026 will take
place on Saturday 24th January. For
more information and to register your
child for assessment, please contact
registrar@dollaracademy.org.uk
or call 01259 742511.

.

subsequent social gathering was rather
quicker than planned as concerns
about the wild weather were growing,.

On 16th September, the on-line award
ceremony was kindly hosted for the
committee by The Aviary restaurant.
We heard the great news that, once
again, we had won a gold medal in the
Small Town category, the Best Small
Town, a Community Horticulture
Award, and, in addition, The Young
Peoples Award. We would like to
thank all those who contribute their
time and energy to keeping Dollar
beautiful.

The annual Horticultural Show in
September was very well supported,
entries to the flower and vegetable
categories were higher than expected
following the dry summer.
Enthusiasm for the crafts, baking and
preserve classes continues to grow and
we were pleased to see many more
entries in the children’s classes.

We held a flower imprint workshop in
August which proved a great success

dollar.gardens@gmail.com

and which we will hope to repeat. The
Christmas wreath making workshop
will be held on 30th November, 2 to
4pm, tickets available from Dollar’s
Deli.

Our unloved piece of land at the
Harviestoun Rd bus stop is
progressing surprisingly well, with the
plants managing to survive the tricky
conditions against all odds. We have,
so far, planted about half of the area.

The annual bulb sale took place on
Bridge St on a cold and windy
Saturday but we managed to sell a
great number of bulbs. We donated
daffodil bulbs to be planted in the
grounds of the Parish Church, SW
Burnside and Devon Rd. The large
Bridge St tubs have been planted with
tulip bulbs which will provide a
welcome splash of colour in the

spring.
Fiona Roe

dollarhorticulturalclub.org

~/
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Bridge Club

Hillfoot Harmony

~

The Club meets on Thursday evenings
from 6.45 until 10.00pm over the
winter months, mid September until
the end of March in accommodation
kindly provided to wus by Dollar
Academy.

We consider ourselves to be a friendly
club and are always happy to welcome
new members either as a pair or a
single, when we would do our best to
find you a partner.

If you are a beginner and are interested
in learning the game, we also run
sessions at Muckhart Golf Club on
Tuesday afternoons from 1.15pm until
3.15pm during the winter.

Interested??

Call or contact Linda Sommerville on
01259 743279, Linda@sommetville.uk
or Jan King on 01577 840524,
janking153@yahoo.com.

Linda Somerville

.

Hillfoot Harmony have a busy few
weeks ahead. After a successful sing
out at Sterling Mills Outlet in August,
we will be returning there on Sunday 7
December at 2pm to sing a selection
of Christmas songs and carols.

Our annual Coffee and Mince Pies
event is in the Burnside Hall on
Saturday 13th December, 10am-12pm.

Finally, we will be singing Christmas
Carols for the residents of Ashley
House in Milnathort on Thursday 18th
December.

New members welcome to come along
on a Wednesday, 7.30 - 9.30pm in the
Burnside Hall.

Kirsty Molnar

Community Payback Team

Mill Green Bench before and after

A big thank you to Paul Crawford and
the Community Payback teams who
have done some great work repairing
and replacing the benches in the Mill
Green and the Devon Way. They
have also planted three flowering
cherry trees in the Mill Green in
memory of loved ones no longer with
us. As well as replacing the bench in
the churchyard, the team has also
cleared leaves and smaller fallen trees

Churchyard bench before and after

from the churchyard and footpaths
and painted all the railings at the
church this year. They have removed
any fly tipping they have come across,
keeping the area looking good. The
team were pleased to have been
contacted by Captain Watson’s
regiment thanking them for their work
in the churchyard.

Anne Sutherland
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Parish Church

We are a community-based Christian
Church welcoming, involving and
encouraging all. We are part of the
national Church of Scotland. Sunday
Service and Young Church is every
week at 11am in the Church

What's been happening.....?

Something for everyone in the

community.....

As well as our Sunday Morning
11pm Worship Service and ongoing
pastoral work in the Community we
have recently welcomed new members
and elders to the congregation,
contributing to the life of the Church
in Dollar.

The busy Community Café is on
every Friday from 2-4pm in the
Burnside Hall. Come along for coffee,
cakes and chat; everyone from
youngest to oldest is there.

Our informal Burnside Setvice is on
the third Thursday of every month at
10.30-11.45am in the Burnside Hall.
Do come along for a short service of
worship, fellowship teas and coffees.

Sing and Soup is on the last
Wednesday of the month at 12.30-2.30
pm in the Burnside Hall. Join us and
take a musical trip down memory lane.

Concerts in the Church have
welcomed Strathdevon Primary’s end
of Session Celebration of Learning,
Hillfoot Harmony concert and four
well attended Let’s Play Music
concerts featuring local musicians,
organised by Mavy Williamson. Many
thanks to Hillfoot Harmony and Let’s
Play Music for donations to the
Church.

Our Harvest Thanksgiving
weekend saw fantastic harvest and
floral displays for the Sunday Service
in the Church, created by the Flower
Group; our giving at this service
supported The Gate.  This was
followed by an outstanding Harvest
Concert led Tony Baldwin and Lynne
Hope. The Saturday evening Harvest
Supper was shared and enjoyed with St
James and Muckhart Churches.

A recent Pastoral afternoon tea was
well attended and appreciated by all.
Thanks to all who prepared and served
at the tea.

\_

The Burnside Garden - we were
again thrilled to be part of the
successful Dollar in Bloom and Dollar
Horticultural and Garden Club entry
to the Keep Scotland Beautiful awards
competition. Young Church
sunflower planting gave a fantastic
display of colour through the summer
and into the autumn. A Church fund-
raising lunch has been held to support
new planting in the garden and new
shed — look out for the new bulbs in
the spring!

What else is on?

Choir..... Prayer Meeting..... Bible
Studies..... Guild..... Badminton.....
Book Club.... Flower Group.....

What's coming up?

We move into Advent and the
Christmas Season. Full details are in
the Dollar and District Churches
article on the inside back page.

Advent Reflections 2025..... Gift
Service - Women’s Aid.....“Light up a
life” service for remembering..... Let’s
Play Music concert.... Christmas
Community Café..... Lessons and
Carols..... Christmas Nativity..... Crib
Service..... Christmas Day Service.....

Our Christmas Charity activities this
year are with Clackmannanshire
Women’s Aid and Clackmannanshire
Love in a Box

All are very welcome to any of the
events.

Change of name
There are changes in the Church of

Scotland all over Scotland.

From 1st January 2026 Dollar Parish
Church will become a Union with
Muckhart. In the future we will also
become a Union with Tillicoultry. The

new church group is called East
Hillfoots Church of Scotland.

In Dollar, our church will be known as
East Hillfoots Church Dollar. It’s

business as usual!

Find out details of events, activities
and groups on our website or on our
Notice Board outside the Burnside
Hall and look out for our posters
throughout the town.

Keep up to date through our Dollar
Parish Church Facebook page.

Or just come along on Sunday
morning.

The Burnside Hall is becoming an
increasingly popular venue for non-
Church activities including regular
weekly group meetings, fitness classes
etc., as well as individual special events
such as birthday parties and wedding
receptions.  Although heavily used,
there is currently still availability if you
are looking for an excellent venue in
the centre of the town, for your event.
For further information, please contact
burnsidehallkeeper@ gmail.com

Ian Simpson

Want to get involved?

For Worship and Pastoral contact

Rev. Philip Hacking
phacking@churchofscotland.org.uk
07985 625831

For Church Outreach and Activities contact

Muriel Simpson
sessionclerk@dollarparishchurch.org.uk
07789 011868

dollarparishchurch.org € dollarparishchurch

J
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Music in Dollar

~

We hope you have received your
Music In Dollar brochure for this year,
and have already attended some of the
great events we have had already. Our
starting event of ‘Night at the Opera’
brought superb quality opera cut-down
to fit our space - including the
orchestral November brought
‘something completely different’ — the
Chinese Ensemble — which was our
first Community Event and then our
first Children’s Piano afternoon. This
showcased 23 talented pianists
performing some short pieces. Sunday
23rd November at 3pm brought
Dutch Maestro Tim Kliphuis and his
Trio to Dollar.  They play at
International Music Festivals all over
the world and we were thrilled to have
them in Dollar — and for only £12 a
ticket!!

In 2026 we have the Chloe Piano Ttio
on Saturday 24th January at 7.30pm.
They are the winners of many prizes
and will bring Mozart, Dvorak, Weir
and Ravel to Dollar.

Tennis Club

Chloe Piano Trio

Jia Ning Ng

On Sunday 1st February we have a
Community Singing Day. Remember
what singing can do for your mental
health — and sign up on the website —
it is freel

Sunday 1st March at 3pm features the
young Singaporean pianist Jia Ning Ng
- who is a recent graduate of the
Consetvatoire of Scotland, where she
won many prestigious awards! She has
had rave reviews about her playing and
we are delighted she will play for us.

Finally, we have a great favourite — the
violin and piano duo of Charlotte
Rowan and Chatlotte Stevenson — the
violin virtuosity is amazing — Sunday
15th March at 3pm.

All events are at the Gibson Hall at
Dollar Academy.

Check website,
MusicinDollar.org.uk for any updates.

All tickets are £12, all those in full
time education are free.

Caroline Anderson

out our

Another great summer at Dollar
Tennis Club - and this year we even
had the weather to ensure many hours
were spent on the courts. Having had
the courts "regenerated” at the end of
last year, they have been playing well
all season, thanks to our court
maintenance team.

On court, our teams had a good
summer season in the Central District
Leagues with the highlights being our
12U(1) team and ladies O45 team
winning their leagues. We had 56
senior and 33 junior members playing
across 6 senior and 5 junior teams
throughout the summer. Staying with
competitive tennis we also ran our
annual club championships for all ages
of juniors and senior players. The

.

junior championships were played
across one weckend in August with 27
juniors playing 52 matches under the
watchful eye of Emma Howat, who
again ran our events and organised the
prizegiving and BBQ) at the end of the
weekend. The senior championships
were played over the course of the
summer with the ecarly rounds
comprising round robin pools rather
than knockout matches to ensure
everyone could play more matches.
Throughout the summer more than
120 matches were played by the 55
entrants culminating in our finals day
in September, when our champions
were crowned. Well done to everyone
who took part.

Although competition is an important
part of tennis, we all need to get to
that level somehow and our coaching
continues to run throughout term-time
for adults and juniors for those
looking to take up tennis or to
improve. It is open to members and
non-members and the classes continue
to be popular. We have added a

dollartennisclub@hotmail.co.uk

cardio tennis class on a Wednesday
evening.

Finally, for those who just want to
have fun, our social tennis on a Friday
evening continues to go from strength
to strength with the courts regularly
full.

If anyone is interested in getting
involved with tennis in Dollar - as a
beginner, improver, social player or
team player - please get in touch with
us by email.

Casha McNab

J
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Drama Club

~

Dollar Drama Club’s recent
production of “Table Manners’
entertained audiences over four nights
from 22nd to 25th October. The play
by veteran British playwright Sir Alan
Ayckbourn revolves around a family
gathering. Annie lives in a countryside
house taking care of her elderly
mother and has decided that she needs
a weekend off. Family members have
agreed to take care of mother while
Annie goes away for a weekend.
However, Annie has not told them
everything that is planned.

This production was directed by our
president Damian Sherwood-Johnson
and featured Fiona Baxter as Annie,
Stephen Lambert as Reg, Nicola
Jamieson as Ruth, Elaine Payne as
Sarah, Stuart Salmon as Norman, and
Andrew Bawn as Tom. It was a club
debut performance for Nicola.

The play was highly entertaining, at
times poignant, and earned lots of

praise including, "We always enjoy the
shows, but this was very special”" and
"I was really impressed by the
welcome, dedication and overall
performances, well done!”

The photograph shows the cast and
director (from left to right): Stuart
Salmon, Stephen Lambert, Andrew
Bawn, Damian Sherwood-Johnson
(director), Fiona Baxter, Nicola
Jamieson, and Elaine Payne.

The production was supported by
many others within Dollar Drama

dollardrama.org.uk

Club, including Isaac Wailsher,
Catherine Gibson-Poole, Helen Costin
-McGill, Neil Schofield, Bill Freeman,
Jane McGill, Shena McDonald, John
Biggam, Sandra Ballantine, lain
Ballantine, Margaret Humphrey, Linda
Rice, David Anderson and Felicia
Gray.

Dollar Drama Club would love to hear
from anyone interested in joining us
onstage or backstage. Please check
our website, email us or find us on
Facebook. Updates about
forthcoming productions are posted
regularly.

Our next play is currently under
discussion and is likely to be in spring
2026. If you would like to be
informed when tickets become
available, please email us to join the
mailing list.

Andrew Bawn, Club Secretary

dollardrama@gmail.com

J
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Dollar Museum

There is still time to see the exhibition
on Water Mills in Dollar Museum
before we close for Christmas. The
three images are from the exhibition.
The first is a detail from a watercolour
by the well-known Scottish artist,
‘Grecian’ Williams, featuring the Mill
and one of the water wheels in the Mill
Green around 1800. The other is a

photo of the Mill Green from the Golf

Course around 1950. The Mill was at
the left side of the photo but few
traces now remain.. Another very
interesting image from the exhibition
shows a project which might have
changed Dollar had it taken place.
Fifteen water mills were to be fed by a
lade from a dam above the Castle.

The mills would have been on the side
of Dollar Hill and on the part of the
Golf Course where glamping pods are
now proposed.

The Water Mills exhibition will finish
at Christmas, but the information and
photos (except for the watercolour as
it is on loan) will be available to view
in the Reading Room when we open
again at FEaster next year.  Our
proposed new exhibition for next year
is to feature local film. If any reader
knows of interesting old footage please
contact the Museum Curatot.

The Museum Friends have had a busy
year with fund-raising activities. They
also organised two walks round Dollar
for Doors Open Days and a very

\S

popular bus trip to Perth to visit the
new Perth Museum. The Friends will
be selling items from the Museum
shop at the Christmas Fair, including
our calendar.

Janet Carolan, Hon Curator

Museum Calendar 2026
£5

Available at Dollar Museum and
retail outlets in Dollar

- J

The Museum is open on Saturdays
11-1pm and 2-4.30pm and on
Sundays 2-4.30pm.

Entry is free and open to all.

There is disabled access and limited
parking
J

12 Dollar News November 2025



-
Café Ukraine

~

Dobryi den

Cafe Ukraine C.I.C has continued to
support Ukrainians in Dollar and
collect aid this year.

We are currently collecting for our
Winter Appeal. All suitable donations
of aid received by 10th December will
be put on the lorry which leaves
Perthshire around 12th December. All
donations of aid received after this
date will go to Ukraine in lorries
leaving from TASH HQ next year.

Our new collection point is at The
Hive, (Park Place, FK14 7AA) open
every morning (except Friday and
Sunday).

We are appealing for Winter Aid,
which will be delivered to Ukraine for
Christmas. This will support a diverse
range of people being particularly
affected by the nightly electricity
rationing power cuts in Ukraine. We
are appealing for battery packs (all
sizes), hot water bottles, candles and
tinned food.

Thank you for your understanding of
the unique nature of our targeted aid
for Ukraine. Space on the lorry cannot
be wasted. We also welcome donations
of tea/coffee, baby food/ long life
milks, baby and adult nappies,
toiletries and sanitary products. The
care system for all age groups is under
huge pressure now, due to the
pressures of a long-lasting war and the
effects any war has on families and
their abilities to provide care to their
family, especially if families are not
together due to the war.

Dollar Scouts

Ukrainians are a proud people who
need our targeted support not our
jumble. (We will not be sending
donations to Ukraine of old clothes,
dirty/soiled/broken items,
prescription medicines, large toys,
books, and bric a brac).

Please leave donations only at the
Hive, until we advise of other
collection points on our website
cafeukraine.org.uk.

It is important to always remember
Ukraine is not a third world country.
This is the reason the directors (Alan,
Nick, lain) registered Cafe Ukraine as
a Community Interest Company and
not a charity, when we formalised
Dollar's non-political Ukraine support
organisation. All aid we collect is
taken to Ukraine by our partners at
TASH (Tayside & Strathearn help for
Ukraine).  After the Cafe Ukraine
volunteer driver takes Dollar aid to
TASH Perthshire HQ, it is loaded
onto the lorry for Ukraine. No aid
goes anywhere else unless it is not
suitable for the lorry. TASH recycle
unsuitable donations. No space on the
lorry is wasted with items which are
not needed in Ukraine.

Cafe Ukraine also facilitated an
innovative, international cricket match
last June, between a newly formed
cricket team of refugees living in
Falkirk who all share a love of playing
cricket, and Dollar Cricket club. We
are hoping to repeat this unique
sporting event next year. We hope
more local businesses will support
Dollar Cricket Club with us, as Madras
Takeaway, Forth Valley Welcome and
Alloa Advertiser did in publicizing this
event. We thank Madras Takeaway in
particular for providing delicious cross
-cultural food enjoyed by both teams
after the match.

Ukrainian artists have noticeably
established themselves in the Dollar
area. Ukrainian art is currently being
displayed in the Smugglers Inn
restaurant in Tillicoultry. This is one
of many local public spaces that have
displayed art produced by Ukrainians
living here. We should all be proud of
the level of integration which
Ukrainians living here have achieved.

Cafe Ukraine will be holding more film
nights in Dollar Academy next year.
This begins in January with a film
from the director of the Oscar winning
"20 days in Maripol" called "2000
Meters to Andriivka". Date to be
confirmed soon.

Thank you and God Bless everyone
who has supported Cafe Ukraine in
many ways in 2025. Ukrainians will
remember you as you remember them
in their time of need.

Iain Campbell
info@cafeukraine.org.uk

A quick snapshot of one of our many
activities during a busy May.....

The weather turned for us for our
Group camp at Nineacres with
torrential rain on both Friday and
Saturday nights, but with mostly nice
weather throughout the daytime, we
pulled it off]

It just goes to show what can be
achieved with the right kit, a positive
attitude and your team around you.

.

The camp was enjoyed by 85 young
people from ages 4 to 16 supported by
6 Leaders, 2 of our Board Trustees, 1
retited Leader, 1 overnight parent
helper and 13 daytime parent helpers.
None of our current Leaders can
remember ever having this many at
camp before, so well done to all who
helped and all those who were joining
us at camp for the first time.

More news from the Scouts activities
in our next edition.

J
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Enabling Projects in Clackmannanshire

~

EPIC (Enabling Projects in
Clackmannanshire), in partnership

with TCV (The Conservation
Volunteers), offers rewarding
opportunities to help care for

Clackmannanshire’s outdoor spaces.
Near Dollar, recent work has included:

e DMaintaining and enhancing the
wildflower meadow at Mill Green
in partnership with Autism
Scotland and pupils from Dollar
Academy;

e C(learing vegetation in Dollar Glen
with NTS (National Trust
Scotland);

e Removing invasive Himalayan
Balsam at Damhead wood,;

e Opening up the Devon Way path
from Dollar Lodge Park to Vicar’s
Bridge;

e Improving access to Tait’s Tomb
by cutting back vegetation.

Why It Matters

Clear paths mean everyone, from
locals to visitors, can enjoy the Wee
County’s stunning network of trails.
This yeat’s high summer temperatures
made vegetation growth a real
challenge, but EPIC volunteers kept
specific local routes open, including to
the historic Tait’s Tomb.

.

Healthy paths also support wildlife.
Verges create safe habitats for
pollinators, amphibians, and small
mammals. Regular timely trimming
prevents invasive species like
Himalayan Balsam from overwhelming
native plants while ensuring wild
Scottish flowers and grasses have set
seed before cutting back. This all helps
deliver Scotland’s Biodiversity Action
Plan locally.

Benefits of Volunteering

Volunteering with EPIC isn’t just
good for nature—it’s good for youl

Our volunteers, from school leavers to
retirees, enjoy benefits such as:

e New skills and local knowledge;
e Improved fitness and wellbeing;

e Opportunities to make friends and
contribute to the community;

e Above all, volunteers say the
greatest reward is the sense of
achievement from making a real
difference in The Wee County.

Interested in joining us?

Ready to make a difference? Email
clare.johnstone@tcv.org.uk today and
start your volunteering journey!

Clare Johnstone
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Health Centre

~

Plan Ahead for Your Medication
Needs This Festive Season

With the festive season approaching,
we’d like to remind patients to think
about their medication needs. If you
take regular prescriptions, please make
sure you've ordered what you need in
good time. However, we kindly ask
that you only request what you need -
there’s no need to stockpile, as the
practice will be open as usual before
and after the holiday closures.

Why Prescription Requests Take
Time

Unlike most European countries,
Scotland does not yet have a national
digital prescribing system.
Prescriptions must be hand-signed
with pen on paper, and then physically
delivered to a community pharmacy
for dispensing. At Dollar Health
Centre, we process hundreds of
prescription items daily, each requiring
careful review and preparation.

We’ve recently improved our
prescription process in collaboration
with staff, local pharmacy teams, and
patients. However, it is still necessary
to allow 2 working days to collect a
signed prescription from Dollar Health
Centre or 4 working days if collecting
medicine directly from your nominated
pharmacy.

What Happens Behind the Scenes at
Dollar Health Centre

When a repeat prescription request
arrives, it is reviewed to determine
whether the medication has been
ordered on time, and whether any
monitoring is required - many drugs
need regular blood tests or clinical
reviews. These checks are carried out
daily by our GPs, Advanced Nurse
Practitioners (ANPs), or practice-based
pharmacists. The clinician may need
to review clinical notes, check recent
test results, or contact the patient
before issuing the prescription.

.

Once the prescription is approved, it
must be hand-signed on papetr. The
signed prescriptions are then sorted
into two groups: those to be collected
directly from the Health Centre, and
those to be sent to one of the four
community pharmacies we regularly
work with.

At the Community Pharmacy

When the pharmacy receives the paper
prescription, it is scanned into their
system and undergoes a clinical check
by the pharmacist to ensure it is
appropriate and safe. If the
medication is not in stock, it is ordered
from a central supplier. Once the
medicine arrives, it is counted,
measured, labelled, and undergoes a
final check before being dispensed to
the patient.

This pharmacy process can also take
up to 48 hours, especially if stock
needs to be ordered or if there are
queries that require clarification from
the prescriber.

Collecting prescriptions earlier than
advised may result in only part of your
order being provided, leading to
unnecessaty searching for the missing
items and follow-up visits. Waiting for

Dollar SWI

the recommended time helps ensure
your full prescription is ready and
reduces workload for everyone.

We really hope that digital prescribing
will be available in Scotland soon.
This will allow faster, more efficient
processing of prescriptions, and save a
lot of paper too!

Practice Closures Over the Festive
Period

Including weekends, the practice will
be closed for four days over Christmas
and four days over New Year:

Thursday 25th December (Christmas
Day)

Friday 26th December (Boxing Day)

Thursday 1st January (New Yeat’s
Day)

Friday 2nd January(Public Holiday)

Emergency Medication Supply Over
the Holidays

If you do run out of your regular
prescribed medication while the
practice is closed, please be aware that
community pharmacies in Scotland
can provide an emergency supply.
Pharmacists will assess your situation
and should be able to issue a short-
term supply of your usual medicine.
This service is available even when GP
practices are closed.

Thank you for your understanding and
support. We wish everyone a safe and
healthy festive season.

Drs Baughan,
Duncan.

Livingston and

Dollar SWI meets in the Burnside Hall
1.30 - 3.30pm, on the first Monday of
each month, September to June.
Meetings are very friendly; we are
updated with news from Head Office
and local federation, we then have a
speaker followed by tea and cakes,
then the raffle and judging of the
competitions.

Our speakers cover a variety of topics.
This session we’ve heard about
“Always look on the Bright Side of
Life” reflections from celebrant Bill
Millar; Graeme Crosbie from
TempleSpa gave us some samples of
their wonderful products and told us

all about his charitable work; Jim
Wilkie gave a very interesting talk
about “Metagama” and The Lewis
Clearances.  We look forward to
learning about Ukraine: Life in a War
Zone in December.

Details of the speakers at our next
meeting can be found on posters at the
Hive and in local shops. Visitors are
very welcome to attend any of our
meetings.

For further information please contact
president Liz 742586 or secretary Sue
743226.

Brenda Hoggan

J
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Your Clackmannanshire County Councillors

Scott Harrison

This edition

of Dollar

News I'd like

to pass on

some  good

news. I hope

that everyone

in Dollatr can

join the wider Clackmannanshire
community in celebrating a remarkable
environmental milestone:
Clackmannanshire has officially
achieved the highest houschold
recycling rate in Scotland, with an
impressive 57.2% of household waste
recycled in 2024 — well above the
national average of 44.3% and an
increase of 5.2% from 2023.

This success, confirmed by the
Scottish Environment Protection
Agency (SEPA), is a shining example
of what can be accomplished when
local government and communities
work hand in hand.

Clackmannanshire may be Scotland’s
smallest county, but we’re leading the
way in sustainability. This achievement
belongs to everyone — from our
dedicated council teams to the
residents of towns like Dollar, whose
commitment to recycling and
environmental responsibility has been
nothing short of inspiring.

The Council’s investment in a
modernised recycling system in 2023 —
including the introduction of a new
grey bin for dry paper and card — has
played a key role in this success.
Tough decisions to change the way
waste is collected were made by the
Council but it’s the community-led
ethos that has truly made the
difference with residents
understanding the challenges and the
need for change, embracing that
change and making a difference.

In Dollar, local groups, schools, and
residents have embraced the changes
with enthusiasm.  From improved
sorting at home to participation in
local clean-up events and educational

.

campaigns, the town has shown how
small actions can lead to big results.
This is something we should all be
proud of across the County. We’ve
always valued our natural surroundings
and none more so than the people of
Dollar, and this shows how much we
can achieve when we work together.
It’s not just about bins — it’s about
building a culture of care and

responsibility.

That culture of care and responsibility
can be seen across Dollar, from The
Community Council pulling together
and filling all positions, even having to
go to a vote and being the only CC in
Clackmannanshire to do so, public
events like the duck race, beer festival
and fireworks display, there really is a
tremendous community spirit in the
town.

I'd like to repeat my plea to all
residents to continue using the full
range of recycling services and to
explore new ways to reduce waste.
With landfill costs rising and
environmental concerns growing, the
collective efforts of communities like
Dollar are more important than ever.

Finally, I hope everyone has a great
festive period and that 2026 is a happy,
peaceful and prosperous one.

Kathleen Martin

The year has
passed  really
quickly, and
here we are
close to
Christmas, with
2026 just
around  the
corner. Reflecting on this, and on

some of the reports that have come to
Council during 2025, I thought readers
would be interested in the draft
Climate Change and the Pollinator
Strategies documents that Clacks
Councillors approved at the recent
October meeting - the issues, so
interconnected and crucial to all our
wellbeing, detail the strategies flowing
from consultation with stakeholders
and the relevant external bodies.

The Clackmannanshire Climate
Change Strategy provides a strategic
framework for achieving net zero
greenhouse gas emissions by 2045
across the Council area, and by 2040
for the Council’s own operations. It
also embeds climate change into
Council decision-making and aligns
with both national climate legislation
and local priorities, including
wellbeing, resilience, and regeneration.

We offer childcare and education for children aged 0-5yrs, a Dollar
Academy Breakfast Club for children aged 5-12yrs.

A child-centred approach to experiential learning in a warm, caring
and stimulating environment.

Please contact Carolyn Riddle at

4 McNabb Street
Dollar
FK14 7DJ

01259 742571
info@dollarnursery.co.uk
www.dollarnursery.co.uk

Opening times:
7.30am-6pm Mon - Fri

To request a brochure please contact the office on 01259 742571.

16 Dollar News November 2025



mailto:info@dollarnursery.co.uk
http://www.dollarnursery.co.uk

-
Your Clackmannanshire County Councillors

~

The Pollinator Strategy and Action
Plan is Clackmannanshire Council’s
first. 'The unprecedented decline of
pollinator populations has long been a
cause for concern, with climate change
widely recognised as a significant driver
of this. The document acknowledges
the importance of pollinators within
our community and outlines the role
and approach that the local authority
will take in helping to tackle the
decline. The strategy aligns with the
Pollinator Strategy for Scotland 2017-
2027 and the Council’s Climate Change
Strategy. If you would like to know
more about these reports, both
documents can be found online on
Clacks Web (clacks.gov.uk).

Moving on, occasionally a constituent
will enquire about Trading Standards in
this area. As Christmas is approaching,
and perhaps some readers may not be
aware, Clackmannanshire Council
entered into a joint working
arrangement with Stirling Council
some time ago to offer a Trading
Standards Service covering both areas.
Again, information and signposting on
all types of Trading Standards/
consumer issues is available online at
Clacks Web, or you can also visit
Stirling Council web pages for this.
Alternatively, you can call the main
Clackmannanshire Council contact
number: 01259 450000.

Finally, I would like to take this
opportunity to congratulate Dollar
Community Council’s recently re-
elected and newly-elected members,
and thank them, and the other
community groups and volunteers who
give of their free time to work hard for

the benefit of others throughout the
year.

To everyone, have a lovely festive
season and a great 2026, and please
remember that if I can be of assistance
in any way, you can contact me on
01259 452250 /07854 376 253 or via
email, Kmartin@clacks.gov.uk.

Denis Coyne

Once again, I am
writing  this on
Remembrance
Sunday which is
always a day of
reflection on what
is and what might
have been.

The brave men and women of all
creeds, colours and of many
nationalities, were entrusted with a
mammoth task, far more difficult and
dangerous than we can ever imagine.
Reflecting on this, I began to realise
how different our world could have
been had they failed our trust in them.
Trust — it’s a little word with a very big
personality.

The word has its roots in Old Norse,
and derives from a word meaning
“strong”, and 1 suppose that’s why we
talk about someone whom we consider
to be trustworthy, as being of strong
character.

Over the centuties, since the word
landed on our shores, its meaning has
spread to cover bodies that nominally
hold property and other assets for the
benefit of other people. A good
example of this is our own Dollar
Community Development Trust. The
members of these bodies, the Trustees,

must indeed be of good character,
faithful, honest, and reliable for,
otherwise, great harm can be done.

Take the BBC, for example. Although
not governed by a Trust since 2017, it
still has the same responsibilities to
make decisions in the best interests of
its licence payers, and to ensure it
maintains its independence and
impartiality. Recent revelations show a
significant and disturbing breach of
that original embedded trust, which
calls into question everything that it

offers as “fact”.  That is deeply
damaging to that once great
organisation.

Governments are no better. Across
the entire rainbow of political varieties,
lies and obfuscation have damaged the
public’s respect for the governments of
the day. Remaining in power seems to
be a bigger God than doing the right
thing for the country.

Local government, and I refer only to
our own, is a different matter. It is
very disappointing to me and my
fellow councillors to see the
opprobrium that is heaped upon our
heads and those of the council officials
by residents who ate not in possession
of all the facts. When these untruths
are propagated on social media by
“likes”, “reposts”, and “retweets” more
harm is done as the readers of those
inaccurate opinions will trust the
council staff and the elected members
less and less.

Clackmannanshire is the smallest
mainland council of all 32, but it has
greater needs per head of population
than many other councils. However,
the distribution of funding from

J
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Your Clackmannanshire County Councillors

~

national and Scottish governments is
based on headcount, not on need; this
is increasingly true of Health and
Social Care. Consequently, we are
chronically underfunded and have
been for years; in fact, the council has
had to trim £70 million from its spend
over the last decade or so in order to
comply with the relevant legislation
and present a balanced budget.

Many people think that Council tax
pays for everything; the sobering truth
is that it covers just 17% of the total
expenditure. If the council had not

Let’s Play Music

made the above reductions to its
budgets, then the annual Council Tax
increases would have been through the
roof every year as, legally, the Council
Tax is the funder of last resort. So, I
hope you can see that, in making the
unpopular choices that incense certain
sections of the public, the Council has
saved residents a great deal of money.

Elected members and council officials
are currently engaged in a determined
effort to find new ways of working to
enable services and staff to be
retained. A great deal of effort has

gone into this, and the Council is
being recognised as a leader in this
kind of innovation.

So, the next time you hear the council
being denigrated, please take the
trouble to fact check it with your
elected members. We are impartial,
and we represent you to the Council
while, at the same time representing
the Council to you. We deserve your
trust.

December will soon be upon us, so 1
wish you and your families the very
best for the upcoming festive season.

Let’s Play Music is back again on 7th
December in Dollar Parish Church at
3pm for our Winter Concert.

If youve not attended any of the
previous sessions you’ve been missing
out. Approximately an hour and a
quarter of so much variety it would be
difficult to not find something to tickle
your musical preference. We have
youngsters just starting out on their
musical journeys to more mature
members of the community who bring

their years of experience to the stage.
The variety of instruments changes
every session — we’ve even had a tune
or two on the bagpipes. Some of the
music is written by the performers
themselves and it has been a delight to
see the development of the younger
composers.

There is no charge for coming along
but donations are welcome and are for
Dollar Parish Church. At the end of
each concert there is an opportunity of

refreshments and a chance to talk to
the performers.

We look forward to seeing you on 7th
December.

Cathy Gladwin

\S
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-
Girlguiding Dollar and Muckhart

~

The new term at Rainbows got off to a
flying start, quite literally, as the girls
got busy working on this year’s “Out
and About” 2025 Challenge from
Girlguiding Scotland.

They were challenged to build kites,
make paper airplanes and launch
bubbles into the air too. Lots of fun
while making their colourful flying
creations has earned the girls their
Girlguiding Scotland Up in the Air
Badge. Well done everyonel

The Rainbows also starting work on
their Have Adventures Camp Skills
Builder Badge, designing and creating
theitr own dens to camp in and
choosing what things they should be
packing in their bags to take with
them.

They had lots of Halloween fun with
fab costumes, fun games, stories and a
bit of crafting too. Well done to Emily
Stocks and Sophie Asher on achieving
their Rainbow Bronze Awards and
congratulations to Chloe Proctor on
achieving her Rainbow Gold Award.
The Rainbows are the Co-op
community choice for Dollar if you
would like to support them.

The Brownies have also had a busy
term, starting with their entries for
Dollar Flower Show, making sea glass
lanterns. They all looked lovely, and
Emily and Seraphina both won prizes.
The gitls had an evening playing tennis
and eating strawberries at Dollar
Tennis Club, and a wonderful samba
drumming workshop, which was loud
but great fun.

.

Forth Valley Sensory Centre organised
an interactive workshop, and the girls
found out all about sensory loss. The
Brownies have been learning First Aid,
and also earned their Safety badge,
looking for risks and hazards in the
hall and around the town, and finding
out some safety top tips. They noticed
how cars slowed down when they saw
the Brownies in their hi-viz jackets
with their clip boards. Police Officers
are certainly looking younger!

The Brownies are looking forward to
their annual Children in Need
fundraiser with the Guides,
drama, a ceilidh, a trip to the cinema
and ten pin bowling, to finish the
Christmas term.

some

The Guides started the term with a
weekend at County Camp with a
World Centre theme, where the girls
learned crafts and skills from India,

Africa, Switzerland, Britain and
Mexico. They made silk rangoli
bracelets, campfire tortillas,

pyrography key chains and much
more.  Five of the Guides were
camping for the first time and gained
their level 3 camp badge.

They have earned their Seasons badge,
with outdoor art, fire cooking skills,
den building, water safety activities and
outdoor first aid. They also enjoyed a
sausage sizzle and water fun night.
They tried the new entomology badge
too, diving into the world of insect
research. A night walk and chippy
hike got them out of doors again,
before a Halloween party to finish the
term.

Congratulations to Isla, who achieved
her Brownie Gold Award before
heading off to Guides.

Congratulations to Anika, Freya, Eva,
Lexie, Samantha, Zoey, and Chloe
who all gained their Silver award.

Gitls can now join Girlguiding from
age 4 so if you’d like your gitls to join
in the fun you can sign up at

girlguiding.org.uk/joinus

Tricia Davenport

We are always keen to welcome new leaders oo
we'd love fo hear from you!
go.girlguiding.org.uk/join-us/foin-as-volunteer

J
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-
Keith Brown MSP

~

Congratulations to everyone newly
elected to Dollar Community Council.
Serving on a community council is one
of the most valuable ways local people
can help shape the future of their area
- from improving local services to
protecting shared spaces and
representing local views. After a slow
start to mnominations, it was
encouraging to see such strong
engagement, with Dollar the only area
in Clackmannanshire to requite an
election. That enthusiasm says a great
deal about our community’s
commitment to participation and
making a difference.

A big thank-you also goes to the
organisers and volunteers behind the
Dollar Fireworks Display on 1st
November. It was a wonderful
evening that brought together families,
friends and neighbours.  Organised
displays like this not only create a safe,
shared celebration for everyone to
enjoy, but also help reduce the
disruption that smaller, private
fireworks can cause for people with
sensory sensitivities, for pets and
wildlife, and for emergency services

Golf Course

who often face extra pressures at this
time of year.

As we celebrate what’s working well
locally, it’s also worth reflecting on
some of the wider economic
challenges that affect communities
across Scotland. New research from
the Scottish Parliament Information
Centre (SPICe) has shed light on the
continuing cost of Brexit to
households. The analysis found that if
Scotland had experienced the same
average growth as countries across the
European Union since 2016, our GDP
per person would now be 8.3% higher
- compared with 6.9% higher across
the UK as a whole. In practical terms,

that means the average Scot could
have been around £2,520 better off.

This slower growth has real-world
effects. People across Scotland are
feeling the squeeze from rising prices,
pressure on wages, and difficulties in
sectors that once relied on a steady
flow of skilled workers from Europe.
Employers in healthcare, hospitality,
agriculture and education have all
reported recruitment challenges since

leaving the EU. For young people, the
loss of opportunities to live, work and
study across Europe has narrowed
horizons that, only a few years ago,
were taken for granted.

Whatever people’s views on the Brexit
debate, there is broad recognition that
these economic shifts have had a
lasting impact - on household finances,
on the availability of skilled workers,
and on the prospects open to the next
generation. The challenge now is how
we respond: by supporting local
businesses to trade and grow, by
investing in skills and education, and
by ensuring that every community,
large or small, can adapt and thrive.

If there’s one thing Dollar continues
to demonstrate, it’s that when people
come together with energy and
goodwill, progress follows. Whether
through local elections, volunteering,
or simply supporting community
events, the shared effort and
determination of local people remain
the greatest strengths our community
has.

Keith Brown

This 9 hole hillside course welcomes
golfers of all levels. Whether you want
to try golf or to practice, this is an
ideal course to play with no pressures.
We have welcomed an exceptional
number of visitors this year from
wortldwide.

A casual round of 9 holes is £7.50 and
£10 for 18 holes. An annual pass is
£150 for an adult, £25 for juniors and
£200 for a full family.

Do come and visit us and enjoy the
stunning views from this beautiful
course.

Nick Poett and Di Dunning
dollargolfcourse.com

A BIG THANK YOU TOALL OUR
ADVERTISERS WHO MAKE PUBLICATION OF
OUR NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE

J
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Help Village Kitchen Deliver More
Than Just Food This Christmas

Every Tuesday and Friday, Donald
knows to expect a friendly knock at
the door. At 88, he lives independently
in Dollar, and though his family can’t
be there every day, the deliveries from
Village Kitchen’s Meals on Wheels
service make him feel seen, supported,
and part of something bigger.

“The food is smashing,” he says with a
grin. “Big portions, really tasty, and
they remember what I don’t like. But
the best bit is the people. They stop
for a blether, and that means a lot
when you’re on your own most of the
time.”

Donald, who is visually impaired, is
one of many people across Forth
Valley whose week is brightened by
Village Kitchen.  Their volunteers
don’t just deliver food, they also bring
warmth, companionship, and care into
homes across the community. For

some, that short visit might be the
only friendly face they see that day.

Donald’s daughter Lisa, who lives in
Canada, follows the Village Kitchen
Facebook page from across the
Atlantic.

“It’s comforting to see pictures of Dad
happy, healthy and enjoying a sit-down
meal with friends,” she says. “The
Village Kitchen team are like a second
family. = Knowing he’s well fed,
checked in on, and part of something
social gives me real peace of mind.”

Donald also joins the Thursday Lunch
Club in Dollar when he can. It’s a
weekly social gathering with delicious
home-cooked food prepared by a
professional chef, and door-to-door
transport, all supported by local
volunteers. It’s a highlight for many,
and a lifeline for those who might
otherwise spend the week alone.

And Donald is just one example.
Every week, Village Kitchen is part of
the lives of dozens of people across

Dollar Community Council Chair’s Report

the local area, tirelessly delivering food
and care that nourishes the body and
lifts the spirit. Especially in winter,
when the days grow shorter and
colder, fighting isolation and loneliness
among the most vulnerable members
of the community is more important
than ever. That’s exactly what their
Meals on Wheels and Thursday Lunch
Club services do. They bring people
together, offer company, and ensure
no one feels forgotten.

“It’s about so much more than food,”
says Alexandra, Founder and CEO of
Village Kitchen. “It’s about dignity,
connection, and knowing that
someone genuinely cares.  We're
proud to serve nourishing meals made
with love, but the real gift is the sense
of community that grows around every
delivery and every lunch shared.”

This Christmas, Village Kitchen will be
delivering Christmas dinners with all
the trimmings through their Meals on
Wheels service, ensuring that everyone
they serve enjoys a warm, festive meal,
even if they don’t have family to spend
the day with. Because the team knows
each beneficiary personally, they
understand just how much that means.

Donations help Village Kitchen keep
the ovens on and their drivers on the
road, provide nourishing meals made
with care, and continue bringing
people together to fight loneliness in
the community. Every pound truly
makes a difference.

Alexandra Ostroumoff-Croucher

Another year flies past, or so it seems.
As we approach the end of 2025, on
behalf of DCC, I hope that all Dollar
residents have a great Festive Season
and a wonderful 2020!

The year of DCC business has
followed the usual pattern, we have
pursued Clackmannanshire Council
(generally) on behalf of Dollar
residents! We have monitored and
reported on difficulties together with
full-time councillors and chased
resolutions and repairs.

We have great support from our full-
time councillors, (regardless of political

leanings) and I’d like to thank them for
their interest in Dollar and their efforts
to assist DCC and the town.

DCC has just completed the statutory
elections and we have a fresh batch of
willing volunteers on the Community
Council. I believe we haven’t had a
better qualified or more widely
experienced team in my tenure as
Chair and I look forward to harnessing
their energy and interest to improve
DCC. I must also thank previous
community councillors who have
stepped down, many after extended
service, for their efforts and support.

One of the early targets for our new
group is to improve the way residents
can contact and communicate with us.
To improve this, we are about to begin
a website refresh and update. DCDT
are about to go through the same
process, so it is intended we carry out
the exercise jointly to be as economic
as possible and keep costs to a
minimum for change and
maintenance. The websites will have a
different look and feel, (to reflect our
different responsibilities), but we hope
to make it easier for you to contact us!

Derek McDonald
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